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Devon natural burial sites

There are nine woodland and natural burial sites in Devon
(in order of appearance in this document).
Approximate cost including grave preparation.

Bidwell Woodland Burial at Rattery, near Totnes £820
Conquerors Wood at Cockington, near Torquay £1200
Crossways atCheriton Bishop £850
Exwick Natural Burial at Exwick Cemetery, Exeter* £800
Great Bradley Cottage at Templeton, near Tiverton £500
Yealmpton Woodland Burial at Yealmpton, near Plymouth £870
Dartmouth Natural Burial at LongcrossCemetery* £550
Mol e Vall ey WoodlIl aiNgnptBninr Soath Matdan Qu e£800 6 s
Seaton Natural Burial at Seaton Cemetery* £650

* a designated part of an existing council owned cemetery
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Bidwell is a beautiful, wild and informal site surrounded by mature woodland. To
reach the burial plots you walk down over a brook, where there is a huge oak tree
under which ceremonies can be held. You then walk up the hill to the graves. The
coffin can be put on a handcart and everyone can help to take it up there. The site
IS managed by its owner, Andrew Lithgow. The graves are between lines of trees,
now about ten years old. Eventually these trees will be harvested and new lines
planted, and new graves put between those. There is a big poly tunnel near where
you park, but you candt see this from the
or put native shrubs on the grave. Small grave plaques are allowed.



Just a nice Placc to remember

mfjnng some SOOdb!.’CS

More about Bidwell Woodland burial

Being buried in a woodland is not
|u5t aromantic ldca, it Pmctu:al. Its

-:)lso a tradion crnm}xmscd in law

Snmg ")HCL M&zn{s O‘F 5,cam.

Woodland bunal s the most
cmm)nmcnw]lr_.’ Fncncﬂf’ waly of
returming the bodq to the earth. In
fact a last gt to nature".

Bidwell is not a reserve but rather a
continuation of the prachce of the
'q,dc of life' and ‘retum to nature'.
The site will be undisturbed to allow
our bodies to retum natum“y to the
soil wthn a Pcrpcma| and
sustanable woodland.

This wood, as wel as the
sun‘oundnng woods and grazing, land
i rich with t_gpc.ll Devon wildflowers
and herbs which Pr(wide year-
round dusplaqs.
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: § Setin Cockington Country Park on the edge of
Torquay, Torboy's only Woodland Burial site offers
o natural allernative 1o troditonal bunal. The site
is part of Congqueror Wood, an 18 ocre woodland
planted in 2005 to celebrate the Bottle of Trofolgar

C OC killg t_ il - 200 colebrations.

Congqueror Wood enjays fontastic views over the
WO O p whaole of Torbay, and is ecsy to g=t lo, sitvoted just

d I I - off the Torbay ring rood, Open glaodes, paths

X : _.,' " and nides with views of the sao ore port of the

woodland, which is planted with oak, ash,
hazel and maple and shrubs

The Woodlond Bunal site offers o notural way 1o
rameamber loved ones, For sach burial, o tree will
be planted neorby, odding to the newly-planted

8 woodland ond eoch plol will be morkad with o
memonial plogue. Within the bunal ground,

thare is spoce for single ond double depth

burials and for the bunial of ashes. EBach plol is
marked with a granite memonial ploque, set inte
the ground. Long gross will encourage birds such
as the rare Cirl bunfing, insects and wildflowers

The cost of voch burial includes a donation fo
Torbay Coost and Countryside Trust, playing o
vital role helping 1o keep Tocboy specal.

For details of arranging o burlal or reserving o plot,
contoct Torboy Coast ond Countryside Trust.

Torbay Coust und Countryside Trust
Cockinglon Court

Torquoy

TQ2 6XA

01803 606035

www countryside-trust.org.uk

Smgerturend Doty Piw 167754 |

Cockington Woodland burial at Conquerors Wood is part of the Torbay Coast and Countryside
Trust. Set up high on the hill, it has fantastic views of Torbay. The site is just on the big ring
road, and so has some traffic noise and is open to dog walkers. The trees are young, but there
are some more mature ones around the site. It is quite tightly managed dyou can only have their
standard memorial plagues, no shrubs or plants can be planted, and no flowers left on the grave.



Crossways Woodland Burial atCheriton Bishop is within easy reach of Exeter.

It is a lovely site with views of Dartmoor, sensitively managed by its owners

Martin and June Chatfield. The trees are young and therefore it still looks a

bit sparse. It has a log cabin for ceremonies for up to 30 people. Martin puts

some raw wool in the grave, which is a nice touch. You can choose a native
tree or plant native flowers or shrubs and have a small plaque.



Set on a traditional working family farm and
surrounded by fields and woodlands with
stunning views across Dartmoor and the rolling
hills of Devon, the site is approached through a
quiet country lane but is just 5 minutes from

the A30. &

Here, local wildlife abounds and planting Is

designed to be in keeping with the existing
surroundings and to encourage an even
greater variety of local wildlife, such as birds
and butterfiies.

Fﬂqu and famny are welcome to return

......

As a member of the Association of Natural

Burial Grounds, the site is protected by law.

Our aim is to make the burial ground Into a
woodland with traditional pathways and sheltered
seating areas amongst the trees and wild flowers

No headstones will be erected but a native tree
or shrub will be planted on the burial plot in the
next planting season.

All denominations of faith are welcome and
although the whole burial ground is not
consecrated, individual plots can be if requested.
We are here to help and advise with all aspects
of organising the celebration of life and burial.

Themammopdonswwbbrwqped
service and we are more than happy to help you
In any way we can, be it with information, advice
or organisation, You can choose the traditional
services of a vicar or family and friends can
themseives.

LS

Vs

More information on Crossways




For further help or advice '

1f you need any further help or advice please |
Bereavement Services

Clvic Centre

Paris Street

Exeter EX1 1IRQ

Telephone: 01392 265370

Fax: 01392 265795

email: bereavement.services@exeter.gov.uk
website: www.exeter.gov.uk/bereavement

Your comments about the service we
provide are always welcome

Exwick Wo o d |

and

The Natural Death Centre

In The Hill House
Watley

Twyford
Winchester

S021 10X

Tel: 0871 288 2098
emall: contact@naturaldeath.org.uk
website: www.naturaldeath,org,uk

This information can be made available
in large print, tape, braille or other
languages on request.
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Exeter City Council

Natural burial

and

woodland walk

in a glade amongst mature trees. It is a small, sheltered area. No plagues or
plants are allowed on the graves, so they are, effectively, unmarked. You can use
the recently renovated cemetery chapel which holds about sixty people. The

staff at

Exeter
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Natural burial and woodland walk

Set in a seduded glade surrounded by mature
trees, on a hillside offering views across the city,
Exwick’s natural burial ground offers a tranquil
and simple space for people who want an
environmentally friendly burial. The woodland
walk allows access to a separate area also
managed for nature conservation.

The urban setting ensures good road and public
transport links, reducing the environmental impact
of travel, It is also a good choice for people who
want a natural burial but who want a grave close
to loved ones buried elsewhere in the cemetery.

Ashes can also be buried or scattered at the
natural burial ground or can be scattered at the
nearby woodland walk. No memorials are placed
on the graves, leaving the landscape to develop
naturally. There Is a memorial constructed of
river stones where engraved stones can be added.
These are avallable from the memorial masons
listed on our Approved Contractors leaflet, In
addition, memorial trees, benches and plaques
can be placed in a suitable location in the main

Because there is no need to buy rights to the
grave, natural burial is an economical option.

There is a non denominational chapel available
for services and memorial events. You are free to
plan the ceremony of your choice, which could
mean using a minister or celebrant, an informal
gathering of friends and family or something
more unusual. The chapel has a small kitchen,
moveable seating, facilities for playing recorded
music and the use of an electronic organ. You
can have the chapel the whole of the day of the
funeral if you wish. Alternatively, you can have a
simple graveside service,

Funerals can be arranged through a funeral
director, although you are free to make whatever
arrangements you feel are appropriate. Our
experienced staff can advise on all aspects
including for instance, obtaining a biodegradable
coffin or shroud and complying with the legal
aspects of the funeral,

We work flexibly with people to help them arrange
the funeral they want. This indudes helping
people to prepare an advance funeral plan. While
it Is not possible to reserve a specific grave ahead
of time, you can prepay burlal fees to reserve a
space or spaces in the burial ground.

Please contact us if you want more information
about any aspect of natural burial. You can also
get useful information from the Natural Death
Centre,

Please be advised that the woodland walk is steep in places,
with uneven ground, and may be slippery in wet weather,

Information on Exwick Cemetery

Address:

Exwick Cemetery, Exwick Road, Exeter EX4 2BT
Opening hours:

April — September:

Monday - Saturday: 9am - 8pm

Sunday and Bank Holidays: 10am - S5pm
October — March:

Monday - Saturday: 9am - 4pm
Sunday & Bank Holidays: 10am - 4pm

View our online grave records at
www.exeter.gov.uk/graverecords

Printed on 1009 recyded paper 8/10

More information on Exwick Woodland Burial



Users have commented:-
*If ﬂwm wandt o riatsral burial i o beawtiful waspodlt ap
twith i very friemdly oumer, {5 iden!”. Burlescombe.

“Far an apportinit mf closer to your ovow feckings and

rilier s [ theis i 14, Wi particalarfy fos
ﬁﬂwm &ﬁd and curing nulmf". Hmy«f)yck

“Beawtifully orme™. Honiton,

10 the ost yorgedus place b be buried, next to heaoen ™,

Tiverton.

“A Tocol praah provided excellent food for otwer S0 of 15"
Fxmimg !

“Mrs Hunt was efficient, hetpful and respectful of our
urishes . Exoter.

“Easy access and not fae to walk”, Funeral director.
“Catheriite Hunt was worderful, The sike is one of the
most bevweitfiel, peaceful, nataral places on earfht”
Crediton.

"Tie whole experience wws wr eye-opener on how all
Sromerals could b managed. Excellent”. North Devon.

“Lining the ﬁ:me weith By soas o kinglly o pit. We
appreciated the frovdont wd lack of ritual”. bury

"Catherine was wonderfilly kind and supportive
Heroughout and did coerything she promised, gusetiv amt
efficiently”. Cheltenhan,

Please contact:-
Mrs Catherine Hunt
Great Bradley Cottage
Calverleigh Cross
Templeton, Tiverton
Devon EX16 8B

Phone/ fax 01884 256098

Mrs Hunt is & member of the Association of
Natural Burial Grounds and abides by their
code of conduct. The site will always remain a
protected area.

Great Bradley Cottage Natural Burial Ground
has been awarded “Best Natural Burial
Ground in the South West™ in the Natural
Death Handbook awards 2004 and runnet up
in the UK.

Mare information on green burials is available
from;

The Natural Death Centre, 6 Blackstock
Mews, Blackstock Road, London N4 2BT
Tel: (871 288 2098
www.naturaldeath org ok

In the heart of Mid Devon

GREAT BRADLEY
COTTAGE

GROUND

Great Bradley Cottage at Templeton, near Tiverton, is owned and managed by
Catherine Hunt who is an enthusiast for natural burial. A meadowland site part
planted to form an orchard, the trees are young. It is another with beautiful views.



More on Great Bradley Cottage



